A red marine alga, Acr01;ystis nana Zanardini (Rhodomela~eae, Rhodophyceae), collected from Calapan, Oriental Mindoro approximately l3.5°N and l2l.l 0 E, is herein described and reported for the first time from the Philippines.
Introduction
In August 1980 a fieldwork was conducted m Calapan, Oriental Mindoro ( Fig. 1) , by the present investigator and his graduate students enrolled in Advanced Phycology, University of Santo Tomas (UST). In the course of the field-work, there were few interesting marine algae collected. Among the highly prized algal specimens was Acroc_ystis nana Zanardini, collected by Mrs. Lolita J. Bulalacao, Biology Doctoral student at UST and Faculty Member of the Philippine Normal College.P.A. CoRDERo, jR. phical distribution is confined to the Indo-Pacific region.
However, this is the initial report that documents the existence of A. nana m the Philippine waters.
Study Area
Calapan, Oriental Mindoro is barely 2-21/2 hours by commercial boat from Batangas Province. The collecting areas included Punta Lasareto and Barangay Balete about 5-6 kilometers apart. The entire coast of Calapan is washed by the waters of the South China Sea that cuts through the Batangas Channel. The water is relatively rough during the rainy months. Punta Lasareto is approximately 3 kms from Calapan town proper. The coast is sandy near the oil depot becoming rocky towards the direction of Calapan town. Boulders, every now and then partly submerged by the incoming tide, fringe the collecting area and on the wet side of the boulders grow thick associations of Acrocystis nana and Bostrychia tenella. Below the Acrocystis-Bostrychia belt are low growths of Gelidiopsis repens, Gracilaria salicornia, Padina japonica and Carpopeltis crispata. Submerged species of Halymenia dilatata, H. durvillaei, Polysiphonia sp. compose the intertidal flora.
Barangay Balete, is about 3 kms north-east of the Calapan town proper. Boulders are smaller than those found in Punta Lasareto, but this type of a substratum supports growths of Gelidiella acerosa, Gracilaria eucheumioides, tiny Gelidiopsis repens, Ulva lactuca, Neomeris annulata, few Turbinaria and rhizomes of Sargassum spp. GraciZaria eucheumioides, easily the most dominant alga, forms thick mats on the rocky coast.
Taxonomic Treatment
Dried materials are kept in the Philippine National Herbarium (PNH), of which voucher specimens will be sent to select Asian, European and American herbaria as exchange plant materials.
The phyco-geographical distribution follows that of Cordero (1977 1956: 115, pl. 69, fig. 558; Chihara 1970: 159. Plants dark purplish-brown, soft, growing in narrow patches in association with Bostrychia tenella. Frond hollow, obovate to ovato-pyriform in outline, borne by short, solid, cylindrical pedicel issued singly or subfasciculately from prostrate rhizome. It reaches 5-6 mm in height, globose portion averages 2-2.5 mm. Rhizome is barely 0.5 mm thick, usually branched.
Initially, the plant is appressed to the substrate brought about by the protrusion of hair-like to thickened root-fibers. From the rhizomes ·arise vertical branches (fronds), the apical portion assuming globose or bulb-shape. The globose structure changes to obovate or pyriform with age. The apex of frond roundish to slightly depressed upon maturity. The Philippine materials are slightly smaller compared to the one reported from Japan which reaches 1 em tall, 2-4.5 mm diameter of the globose structure and 1 mm thickness of the pedicel.
